
 
 

MINUTES 
 

City of San Diego Park and Recreation Board 
BALBOA PARK COMMITTEE 

 
 July 6, 2006 

 
Meeting held at:      Mailing address is: 
Balboa Park Club, Santa Fe Room    Balboa Park Administration 
2150 Pan American Road     2125 Park Boulevard MS39 
San Diego, CA 92101      San Diego, CA 92001-4792 
 
ATTENDANCE; 
Members Present  Members Absent  Staff Present   
Laurie Burgett   Sungill Kim (Ex)                     Mauro Garcia 
Darlene Davies   Nancy Rodriguez (Ex)             Kathleen Hasenauer 
Vicki Granowitz    Joyce Summer                    
Jeffrey Kirsch (6:05) 
Dan Mazzella (6:11) 
Paul Rucci (6:04) 
Michael Singleton (6:06) 
Donald Steele  
Michael Stepner 
  
CALL TO ORDER 

Chairperson Davies called the meeting to order at 6:02 P.M.  
    

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
MSC IT WAS MOVED/SECONDED, AND CARRIED TO APPROVE THE 
MINUTES OF THE JUNE 1, 2006 MEETING. (STEPNER/STEELE 6-0-1)  
ABSTENTION – RUCCI 
 
MSC IT WAS MOVED/SECONDED, AND CARRIED TO APPROVE THE 
MINUTES OF THE JUNE 15, 2006 MEETING.  (STEELE/GRANOWITZ 5-0-2)  
ABSTENTION – KIRSCH AND STEPNER 
 

REQUESTS FOR CONTINUANCES 
None 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
Warren Simon of the Hillcrest Association is a Business Improvement District 
representative to the Balboa Park December Nights Committee.  No major changes are 
foreseen for the 2006 event.  Warren will provide periodic reports to the Balboa Park 
Committee.  His e-mail address is Hillcrestbid@aol.com. 

mailto:Hillcrestbid@aol.com


 
CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT

Chairperson Darlene Davies highlighted various meetings that she had attended in the 
past month where Balboa Park programs were a topic of discussion.  The two sub-
committees have been combined into the Land Use and Policy Sub-Committee.   
 

STAFF REPORT 
Mauro Garcia announced that staff is working on a back-up plan for future repairs to the 
Bea Evenson fountain that will shorten down times.  Andrew Field has been appointed 
Administration Services Manager for the department.   
 
Mauro introduced Ted Martinez, Jr., Deputy Chief Operating Officer for Neighborhood 
and Customer Services.  His areas of responsibility include the Park and Recreation and 
Library Departments; the newly created Customer Services Department; Community 
Services; Office of Special Events; and the Arts and Culture Commission.  Prior to 
accepting this position, Ted was President of Grossmont College.        

  
Jeffery Tom, City Council District 3 Representative, said that concerns have been voiced 
regarding the affect of the No Smoking Ordinance in Balboa Park.  The Mayor can 
designate smoking permitted areas.  The Balboa Park Committee would be an appropriate 
forum for public testimony on the No Smoking Ordinance. 
 
The City Council supports the Mayor’s recommendation on the Golf Operation Plan.  
The plan includes greens fee increases and significant capital improvement projects.   
      
Kathleen Hasenauer, Facilities/Special Events District Manager, reported that the 
Summer Organ Festival and Twilight in the Park concerts are attracting record numbers 
to the free events.  The free tram will operate until 8:00 P.M. Tuesday through Saturday 
instead of 11:00 P.M.     
 
ACTION ITEMS 

 Consent
 101. Items 101 to 103 were adopted without discussion.  (8-0) 
 
 Adoption 

201. Poetry Bench Installation – Temporary Public Art 
MSC IT WAS MOVED/SECONDED, AND CARRIED TO RECOMMEND 
APPROVAL OF THE PROJECT IN THE VICINTIY OF QUINCE 
STREET AND BALBOA DRIVE AND FOR STAFF TO MONITOR THE 
INSTALLATION AND REPORT BACK TO THE COMMITTEE 
(STEELE/SINGLETON 8-0). 
 

202. August Meeting Schedule 
To date, no Action Items have been identified for the August 3 meeting.  A 
workshop could be scheduled to discuss the proposal to increase the hours of the 
current Alcohol Ban and recommendations for exemptions to the No Smoking 



Ordinance. 
 
IT WAS MOVED/SECONDED, AND CARRIED TO CANCEL THE  
AUGUST 3, 2006 BALBOA PARK COMMITTEE MEETING. 
(STEPNER/RUCCI 5-3).  OPPOSED – BURGETT, GRANOWITZ, AND 
STEELE.      
 
The possibility of scheduling a workshop to discuss the Alcohol Ban and No 
Smoking Ordinance for the September 7 meeting will be considered.   
 

Special Events 
301. Walk for Darfur – Sunday, November 19, 2006  

Kathleen Hasenauer briefly discussed the event as the applicant was unable to 
attend the meeting.  This non-profit with admission event is sponsored by 
Congregation Beth Israel.  The walk travels from Sixth Avenue and El Prado to 
the Bea Evenson Fountain and then returns to the west side via El Prado, Sixth 
Avenue, Juniper Street, and Balboa Drive to the starting point. 
 
MSC IT WAS MOVED/SECONDED, AND CARRIED TO RECOMMEND 
APPROVAL OF THE EVENT AS PRESENTED AND TO INVITE THE 
APPLICANT TO THE SEPTEMBER MEETING TO MAKE A 
PRESENTATION TO THE COMMITTEE.  (SINGLETON/MAZZELLA 7-
0-1).  ABSTENTION – KIRSCH. 
 

302. The Sounds of Summer - Saturday, August 19, 2006
Kathleen Hasenauer briefly discussed the item in the absence of the applicant.  
This non-profit with admission event proposes a silent auction, karaoke singers, 
hand crafts, used book and food sales at Park and Presidents Way. 
 
MSC IT WAS MOVED/SECONDED, AND CARRIED TO RECOMMEND 
DENIAL OF THE EVENT DURING THE SUMMER MORATORIUM.   
(KIRSCH/ GRANOWITZ 7-1).  OPPOSED - BURGETT. 
 

302. Golden Hill Park Summer Festival – Saturday, August 26, 2006 
Kathleen Hasenauer introduced the item and Mary Mc Lellan of the Golden Hill 
Community Development Corporation.  The free Festival plans to promote 
Golden Hill with live music featuring seven local bands.  No impacts to Balboa 
Park Central or East Mesas are foreseen. 
 
MSC IT WAS MOVED/SECONDED AND CARRIED TO RECOMMEND 
APPROVAL OF THE EVENT AS PRESENTED.  (STEELE/BURGETT 7-
0-1).  ABSTENTION – STEPNER.      
 
  

 
WORKSHOP ITEMS



401. None 
 

INFORMATION ITEMS 
501. Balboa Park Cultural Partnership Project  

David Lang, Balboa Park Cultural Partnership Executive Director, stated that 
although dues are pro-rated based on an organization’s budget, each of their 
member organizations receives one vote, regardless of their size.  The twenty-two 
member organizations represent two thousand five hundred employees, seven 
thousand volunteers, and hosts six million seven hundred thousand visitors a year. 
 
The Partnership sees it role as supportive and has provided input to the Land Use, 
Circulation, and Parking Study as well as list of current and foreseeable deferred 
maintenance projects.  They are advocates of valet parking and have suggested 
improvements to the program.  The Partnership is also represented on the Balboa 
Park December Nights Committee. 
 

502. The Committee of 100 Project Update 
Michael Kelly, The Committee of 100 President, stated that they are dedicated to 
the preservation of Spanish Colonial Architecture in Balboa Park.  Currently, the 
Committee is raising funds for three projects: the Alcazar Garden Fountain tiles in 
memory of Pat De Marce; the California Tower seismic retrofit project; and 
ornamentation for the San Diego Museum of Man Administration building.  They 
also propose to rebuild the Science and Education Building. 
 

503. The Missing Link, 2006 Honors Thesis 
Amanda Berk narrated a power point presentation of her 2006 Honors Thesis 
submitted to the University of California, San Diego Urban Studies and Planning 
Program.  Her Professor, Michael Stepner, was praised for mentoring the next 
generation.  The committee members received a copy of Amanda’s thesis. 
 

504. Frameworks – Aja Project    
Derrick Cartwright, San Diego Museum of Art Executive Director, said that a 
series of artists have been engaged for the FrameWorks project.  Hector Perez, 
who was instrumental in FrameWorks was the first artist to exhibit his work.  The 
second art installation will feature photography works from Aja, a non-profit 
agency, which serves refugee youth. 
 
Photographs taken by the youth, communicate their stories of where they came 
from and where they are currently in the community.  Each frame will depict a 
story or collage with writings by the refugee youth.  The installation will be 
exhibited from August through December.    
 

SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS  
601-2. The Land-Use/Strategic Planning and Policies and Operations  

The meetings have been held at the House of Hospitality in the Gilbert Room. 
  



COMMMTTEE MEMBER REPORTS 
Dan Mazzella reported that recent satisfaction surveys indicated a 97.8% 
satisfactory or very satisfactory rating for the department.  Balboa Park received a 
98% satisfactory or very satisfactory rating.  People for Trees will cease to exist 
after July 31, 2006. 
 
Jeffrey Kirsch commented on skateboarders that have been seen by the Bea 
Evenson Fountain.  Staff has reported the offenders observed. 
 
Vicki Granowitz is in contact with San Diego Natural History Museum regarding 
use of the canyons. 
 
Michael Singleton said that the Mobility Study will be shared when completed.  
One of the areas studied is a transit analysis on Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Avenues.   
    

ADJOURNMENT 
 Ms. Davies adjourned the meeting at 8:00 P.M.       

 
Next Regular Meeting:    Thursday, September 7, 2006 

6:00 P.M. 
Balboa Park Club, Santa Fe Room 
2150 Pan American Road 
San Diego, CA 92101 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Mauro Garcia 
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